
Aaron Jones Hoover Photo Collection    
 

 Aaron was born on November 14, 1901 at his parents’ home in Hopewell Township, Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania. His father was Samuel S. Hoover and mother was Mary B. Hoover. Their farm was 
located just across the Franklin County line, thus much of the history is tied to Franklin County. He had 
three brothers and seven sisters. 

 

 
 

Samuel S. and Mary Hoover Family. Appears to be front porch of the Carlisle farmhouse. Tall boy on the 
right is Paul, tall boy on left is Sam, Aaron is probably the younger boy in front of Sam. The older girl in front 

of Mary would be Rhoda.  
 

Aaron attended Clover Hill School in Hopewell Township. The certificate following were for perfect 
attendance during the 1909-10, 1910-11 and 1911-12 school years. Aaron was 8, 9 and 10 years old when 
these certificates were issued. 

 
 



 
March 1910 

 

 
March 1911 

 



 
March 1912 

 
 



 
 

Clover Hill one room school house near Mowersville, Pa. 
 

 By 1913 Aaron’s father initiated a series of moves with the intent of getting out of the slate-land 
along the base of the North Mountain and into the limestone land to the south.  The first move was to the 
home of his ancestors, Middle Springs. Here Samuel rented a farm (?) and Aaron attended Shady Grove 
School, South Hampton Township. NOTE: Shady Grove is the name of a town near Waynesboro, almost to 
the state line. He was a very good student judging by his report card for the 1913-14 school year. He was a 
straight A student, but apparently was a little spunky indicated by behaviors score less than 100. This school 
year he did not achieve perfect attendance. Being 12 years-of-age he would have been expected to help 
with farm chores. 
 



 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

We believe that this is the farm house in Middle Springs. 
 
 
 
 After completing the eighth grade worked on a farm until the spring of 1918. He then entered the 
Shippensburg State Normal School high school course program which he completed in 1921. 
 

 
 

This is the only known photo of Aaron as a young man, perhaps when he was catching up on his high school 
education so that he could enroll at the Cumberland Valley Normal School, Shippensburg, Pennsylvania. 

 



 
 

In front of farmhouse in Carlisle, off of Walnut Bottom Road.  
 

 
 

Professional Portrait, C.A. Laughlin, Shippensburg, Pa. This appears to have been taken while he was at the 
Cumberland Valley State Normal School 



 
 

Aaron in 1920 CVSN School Football Team. He is back row, second from left. 
 

 
 

Aaron in 1921 CVSN School Football Team. He is back row, fifth from left. This would be the equivalent of 
the high school team. 

 
 He continued his education at Shippensburg.   



 
 

  
 

Aaron in 1922 CVSN School Football Team. He is back row, third from left. 
 

 
 



 October 1922, Shippensburg Football Team. Aaron is sixth from left in the first row. 

 
The rest of the October 1922 Shippensburg Football Team photo. 

 
 Aaron’s football program ended in what his mother no doubt referred to as a tragedy. His right (?) 
arm incurred a compound fracture about six inches below the shoulder. He was treated by S. Dana Sutliff, 
MD, Shippensburg. Our memory is that it did not heal properly after the first time it was set. Dr. Sutliff is 
believed to have attempted to correct this by re-breaking the arm and resetting. After his mother agreed to 
cover the cost, Dr. Sutliff referred Aaron to Dr. George B. Kunkle, who practiced at the Harrisburg Hospital, 
Front and Mulberry Streets, Harrisburg, Pa. (Pat: was he then referred to a doctor in Philadelphia?) Aaron’s 
arm was fixed by surgery to clean the break and install and metal plate to hold the bones in place. The 
many incursions into this part of his arm left it dearth of muscle, but did not interfere with his physical 
active life. The pain incurred in these processes left him with less than fond memories of the large opposing 
player who “took him out.” Note that in the above photographs Aaron is the shortest and lightest player on 
the teams.  
 

In June 1923 he received a two year Normal Diploma Certificate to teach Rural and Secondary 
education.  
 
 After graduating from Shippensburg he became a salesman for Keystone View Company, Meadville, 
Pennsylvania, until August 1924.  At this time he began his teaching career. He taught math, geography, 
and health to seven and eighth grade at the Bridgeport School in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. 
 



 
Aaron let his mother know that he was well by this postcard dated October 13, 1924. 

 
 
 

 
 

Portrait taken for the Bridgeport School System, 1924. The back of this one says A. J. Hoover, Carlisle, PA.   
 



 

Instructor at Devereux School 

In June of 1925 he accepted summer camp employment with the Devereux Schools, 

Berwyn, Chester County, Pennsylvania. The previous school year he was teaching seventh and 

eighth grade at Bridgeport School in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. Most likely Aaron had 

responded to Miss Devereux’s solicitation within the school systems of southeastern Pennsylvania. 

Initially he was in charge of physical education and health. For the last five of his almost 

seven years at Devereux he taught wood and metal in the manual arts department, and served as 

assistant to the principal. While at Devereux he worked four summers at a boys’ camp, and three 

summers completing industrial education courses at Carnegie Institute of Technology. 

About Devereux Schools (From Wikipedia. This will be revised using a publication from Devereux 

Schools.) 

“The Devereux School was founded in 1912 by pioneer in special education Helena T. 

Devereux. In 1908 Devereux taught the first special education class formed in the School District of 

Philadelphia. The class began with forty-three students and after one year thirty-three of them were 

able to return to their regular grade work.[2] At the annual meeting of the American Academy of Political 

and Social Science in 1909, Lightner Witmer, known as the father of clinical psychology,[3] said the 

“record she has made in advancing some of these children I think is a very remarkable one”.[4] Helena 

Devereux’s talent was further recognized when in 1912 the School District of Philadelphia asked her to 

serve as the first director of special education.[5] She turned down the job and instead rented a house in 

Philadelphia which became her first private school, and this marked the beginning of the Devereux 

Schools.[6] By 1918, Devereux moved her operation to Devon, Pennsylvania and began acquiring 

properties throughout Chester County, Pennsylvania and along the Philadelphia Main Line to 

accommodate her rapidly expanding programs.[7] 
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Helena Devereux (Source: Google photo collection) 

In 1938, the State of Pennsylvania granted a nonprofit charter, and the Devereux Foundation 

was established.[8] As news of Helena Devereux's work spread, so did requests for admission from 

parents. Devereux was able to acquire additional properties and expand services largely through loans 

and donations from parents and benefactors.” 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devereux_Foundation Accessed 4/2/2015 

Official website: http://www.devereux.org/site/PageServer?pagename=history 

“Helena T. Devereux: Helena Devereux graduated from the Philadelphia High School for Girls in 1904 

and from the Philadelphia Normal School in 1906 where she trained to become a teacher.[3] Upon 

graduation she began teaching in one of Philadelphia’s most underprivileged communities, at the 

George Washington School in South Philadelphia.[4] At a time when very little was known or understood 

about people with disabilities, Devereux took an interest in “slow learning” children. She recognized 

early that the public school system was ill-equipped to teach children with mental handicaps. Her 

intuitive ideas in developing individualized educational programs for children with special needs were 

far beyond her time.[5] While the system had typically referred to slow learners as “throw-aways” 

Devereux believed that every child should be given opportunities to learn and achieve personal 

accomplishments. She believed that special educators are missionaries at heart.[6] Soon, her class 

became the de facto special education classroom. In 1911, Devereux was offered the job of Director of 

Special Education by the Philadelphia Board of Education, a new position designed to supervise the 

creation of a special education department. Despite being offered a handsome salary for the time, she 

turned it down, believing that she could have a greater impact branching off on her own.[7] 

Also in 1911, Devereux received national attention following a visit to her classroom from a 

reporter. Shortly thereafter, “The First Class of Special Education in an Elementary School in 

Philadelphia” was published.[3]Following the publication about her teaching methods, Devereux was 

contacted by a parent in South Carolina, interested in entrusting her challenged son to Devereux’s care. 

For $200, Devereux agreed to assume responsibility for the boy during the summer. The child, Robert 

Simpson, would become Devereux’s first private school student.[8] During that time, Devereux also 

received similar offers from other parents of children with special needs. In the summer of 1911, 

Devereux rented at six-bedroom home in Avalon, New Jersey in order to teach and care for eight 

children.” 

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helena_Devereux 
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Aaron’s official Devereux Portrait Photos 

 

 

In front of stone building, same one in football photo. 

 



 

1930-31 School Year Directory lists Aaron a teaching Staff, Agriculture and Shop Work, and Asst. to 
Principal. 

 



 
 

An instructor with some of the older students. 
 

 
 

Christmas and Thanksgiving were celebrated 



  
 

 
 

Based on the vegetation in the background of this photo we believe that it was taken in the vicinity of the 
school, not the Maine Summer Camp. Aaron’s Teaching Certificate was for Intermediate students, junior 
high school, with an emphasis on science. Here he is taking the students on a nature hike, something he 

loved throughout his life.  
 

 
 

Aaron was proud of the success of his tree planting project. On a return visit many years later he reported 
that the trees were very large. The black spots in the photo are the pine seedlings after one year of growth. 

Back of the photo: “State Trees, Planted 4/20/30, Taken 4/20/31 at Devereux Schools, Allister Bldg.” 
 



 
 

Taking a break in the field.  
 

Physical Education Instructor 
 

 
 

Aaron worked with the young men to develop the athletic fields. The program was on a very tight budget, 
calling for all hands on deck. 

 

 
 

Pickup trucks have come a long way. The straw would have been for seeding the athletic field. 
 



 
  

The pond/lake was used for swimming. 
 

 
 

 Views of the pond/lake. 
 
 
 
 



 
 Track and Field 

 

 
Track and Field fans. 

 

 
 

Dodge Ball? 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ice Hockey on campus pond. 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

Aaron played football at Shippensburg Normal School, leading to his interest in this activity for the young 
men enrolled at Devereux. 

 
 
 
 
 



Summer Camp in Maine 
 

 We have no information on the location of the camp in Maine, but no doubt it is in the 
school records.  

 

 
 

Aaron grew up along the Yellow Breaches Stream in south-central Pennsylvania. Here he learned trout 
fishing with his brother Sam. His first job after graduating from Shippensburg took him to trout streams in 

northeast Pennsylvania, and New England. Here Aaron was most likely discussing trout fishing with the 
campers, appears to be trout fishing to the summer camp students. Wearing a neck tie in almost any 

circumstance is a habit he continued throughout life.  
 
 

 
 

Campers and instructors by the lake. 
 



 
 

Canoeing lessons, including how to recover a swamped canoe.  
 

 
 

There apparently were both boys and girls camp programs in Maine. The top photo shows girls and women 

canoeing. The woman in the bow of the canoe in the top photo may be Miss 
Devereux. 

 



 
 

Campers living as Native Americans. 
 
 

 
 

Aaron with campers in their shared tent. 
 
 
 



Long Island Summer Camp 
 

 
 

Montauk Point Light House 
 
Aaron told us that the camp was located on the far end of Long Island. The Montauk Point Light House 
photo was with all the others in the collection. Thus, we’re confident that the camp was located here.  
 

 
 

 
 

This was apparently the headquarters of the camp program. Most activities appear in the photos to have 
occurred in its vicinity. 

 



 
 

Aaron teaching campers how to use rush for the seats of stools.  

 
 

This doesn’t look like a very safe craft for the number of campers on board, but Aaron never mentioned an 
accident. 

 



 
 

The fishing was good. The identity of the young woman holding a flounder would be interesting to know. 
 

 
 

Aaron knew how to clean and cook fish so we assume that the catch became dinner.  
 



 
 

Aaron never explained how this sea turtle was caught, but it must have been a challenge. It may have been 
caught by another group and the Devereux campers were investigation the catch. 

 
 
 

 
 

The campers learned how to at repair boats and row them. It’s also possible that they built these boats. 
 



 
 

Out on the open water. 
 

 
 

Aaron teaching how to operate a motor boat. 
 

 
 

The diving platform. 



 

 
 

Campers in their wool swim suits. We have Aaron’s swim suite. 
 

 
 

Aaron grew up and worked on his family’s farm. It was natural for him to take after his brother Paul, a WWI 
veteran, by keeping physically fit and showing off his ability to stand on his head. He frequently rolled his 

stomach to impress his children. We assume he also did this for the campers. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

This is most likely another of the camp instructors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Industrial Arts Instructor 
 

 Aaron true calling was industrial arts instruction. He was able to test his technical, teaching 
and classroom and shop control of students with his work at Devereux. Based on the projects 
completed by the students, they worked well together. 

 

 
 

Carpentry shop 
 



 
 

Instructor and students outside of the shop building.  
 

 
 

Student using the wood lathe. 
 

 
 

A high degree of carpentry and cabinet work skill was required to complete these projects. 
 



 
 

Tables, stool, lamp 
 

 
 

Fun projects – drying rack?, wall shelf, and wooden race cars. 
 

Aaron had nothing but positive comments about his experiences working at Devereux. It was a very 
challenging and all-consuming job, however. He must have lived with the students at least part of the time. 
Toward the end of his tenure at Devereux he told us that a student under his charge was a pyromaniac. 
Aaron was almost paranoid about getting trapped in a house fire for the rest of his life.  

 
His summer school course work at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburg and his experience 

teaching wood and metal shop at Devereux set the stage for the next step in his life.  A good letter of 
recommendation from Miss Devereux helped him along.  
 

 
  



 

 
Letter of Recommendation from Helena Devereux Fentress. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Student at California State Teachers College 
 

 
 In September of 1932 he transferred to the State Teachers College, California, Pennsylvania. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 He received his degree in September 1934 he received his degree with certification in Industrial 
Arts Education as his major and science as his minor. While a student at California State Teachers College he 
participated in activities of Phi Sigma Pi (education honor fraternity) and Epsilon Pi Tau (Industrial Arts 
education honor fraternity) 
 
  

 
 

Aaron on a date with Edith. Paul Stiller and his future wife Sally Leichliter also appear in this photo. 
Aaron is bottom left and Paul behind him Edith is to Aaron left and Sally to her left. 

 



While a student at California State Teachers College one of Aaron’s best friends was Paul Stiller. 
Paul was dating a Sally Leichliter from Keisterville, but he didn’t have a car to make the trip from California 
and Keisterville. Since Aaron had a car Paul asked Aaron to drive him to Keisterville. On these visits Aaron 
got to know Sally’s sister Edith.  In June of 1934 he married Edith Susan Leichliter of Keisterville, Fayette 
County, Pennsylvania  
 
 

 
 

Professional portrait, H.R. Harris, California. Pa.  
 



 
 

In September 1934 he moved with his new wife Hanover for a position with Hanover Schools, York 
County Pennsylvania. Here he taught metal, electric, wood, and drafting in the Industrial Arts Department. 
Here there first child was born, Patricia Susan Hoover. 

 

 
 

Edith and Patricia in the doorway of their home in Hanover, Pennsylvania. 
 
 



 
 

Aaron is called to California State Teachers College from Hanover, Pa where he was a shop teacher after 
graduating from CSTC. 

 
 He returned to California State Teachers College in September 1936 to teach in the Industrial Arts 
Department. The position was to have been for one year, but ended up being thirty-one years. 
 
 He received a Masters Degree in Education from the University of Pittsburgh in June 1939. 
 



 
 

  
 
 
 



 
 

Letter from Aaron’s father congratulating him on the birth of Rebecca Susan Hoover, but after reviewing 
the family tree, encourages Aaron to strive for a son. 



 
 

Aaron apparently work at his father-in-laws company, Lincoln Coal and Coke, Keisterville, Pa during at least 
the summer of 1941. No doubt LCC needed all the help available because younger employees were called 

to the service. 
 

 From 1938 to 1941 Aaron helped with the planning, layout, ordering of equipment, moving, and 
installation of equipment when the move was made from old Vulcan Hall to the new Industrial Arts 
building. 
 
 Aaron was Secretary-Treasurer of the Student Loan Fund from September 1940 to September 1966. 



 
 

Letter to Aaron from his father dated April 9th, 1946.  
 

Aaron served as acting director of the Industrial Arts Department in 1946 and 1947 while Dr. S. L. 
Coover was on leave to organize Industrial Arts Education courses for the government of Chile, South 
America.  



 
 

Faculty and Staff pf California State Teachers College. Aaron is directly behind the second man from the 
right in the first row.  

 

 
 

Moving into his family’s new home on 5th Street. The photo on the right shows the rear end of the 1937 
Ford sedan that was used until 1954. It was very good for fording mountain streams. 

 
 
 
 



 
 

In front of house on Fifth Street, California, PA. Picture taken by Norman Berkman, son of neighbors on 
opposite side of the street.  

 
 

 
 

In shop coat outside the Industrial Arts Building, California State Teachers College. 
 

 



 
 

These are of the time period when he was on the faculty at California State University. 
 
 

 

 
 

Aaron visited Brad Leichliter, his brother-in-law, in Wyoming in Sep. 1952. These photos show Aaron getting 
to know the landscape of the lower elevations of the Snow Range. Photo by Brad. 

 
Main Street and Community Building in Kingwood, West Virginia. 



Northern West Virginia was not very far from Aaron’s home in California, Pa., although in the 
1950’s it was a long trip time-wise because of the mountain roads. Aaron also sometimes felt the need to 
make these trips an exploratory adventure. Going to pick blueberries on the Rodeheaver farm was a regular 
trip. Less frequent, but no less memorable, were fall trips to Kingwood, WV for the Buckwheat Festival. The 
main event was eating buckwheat pancakes and sausage in the Kingwood Community Building. There may 
have also been a parade but the family didn’t get there in time for these.  

 
 

NEED TO ADD DISCUSSION OF HIS WORK WITH THE CHURCH, MASONS, ETC. 
 
 
 

Aaron Retires 
 

 Aaron’s professional career ended on December 31, 1967. Edith’s mother was gone and the rest of 
her family located outside the region. Aaron had never liked the air quality in California. It was in the 
Monongahela River Valley, across from a chemical plant that produced sulfuric acid.  He desired open space 
and clean air.  
 

 
 

 Pat and Bill located the perfect house for Aaron and Edith in retirement. It was located just north of 
downtown Clearfield on the side of a mountain.  
 
 

Aaron retired in 1967 and he and Edith moved to Clearfield, Pa. where their daughter Patsy and her 
husband Bill Bishop lived. Pat and Bill found them a perfect retirement home on the north edge of the town 
hard against a hill, what became “Hoover’s Hill.” There was sufficient space for a garden, although it had 
slate soil, the type his father wanted to escape from. The house and landscaping were the result of the 
efforts of Elwood L.  Rohrbaugh, the Clearfield School Corporation Superintendent, who was retiring and 
moving downtown. Edith and Aaron thoroughly enjoyed the landscaping and maintained and improved it. 



Aaron interest in nature became known around town, especially because of his encounters with visitors to 
the trails on Hoover’s Hill. The article below reflects his reputation. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 Hoover’s Hill was the result of the purchase of two adjoining tracts of land, one of which was 
adjacent to Aaron and Edith’s residence. This provided Aaron with the opportunity to cut trails, clear brush 
and plant trees, pick blue and black berries, hunt for fossils, cut firewood, and generally enjoy the great 
outdoors. Aaron was able to make the purchase at a good price by describing to the elderly owner what he 
intended to do with the land and the role of his son Bill, a forester, who would soon be returning from 
service in Viet Nam with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  
 

 
 

Aaron’s wife Edith was a good cook. She learned this in part from her mother who needed Edith’s help to 
feed her large family. Edith was well known for her pies, mostly fruit pies. Aaron took great pride in cutting 
pies into the desired number of equal pieces. Teaching sheet metal drafting prepared him well for this task. 
Here he’s in the dining room of his and Edith’s home at 802 West Locust Street, Clearfield, PA. One of the 

three grandmother clocks he had made is on the right. 


